Calpastatin level in spontaneously hypertensive rats.
We studied calpastatin activity in erythrocytes of Milan hypertensive and prehypertensive rats, in their normotensive controls, in F1 and F2 hybrids, and in two inbred strains derived from F2, one hypertensive and the other normotensive. Our results show that the decrease in calpastatin activity observed in Milan hypertensive rats was not caused by hypertension, it was transmitted in a recessive way in heterozygous, and it was not correlated to hypertension.